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DETAILED ACTION 



This Office Action is in response to a communication made on November 13, 

2000. 

Claims 1-51 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



Claims 1-4, 7-10, 12-13, 15-17, 20-23, 25-26, 28, 31-34, 36-37, 39-51 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dedrick (5710884). 

Regarding claims 1 and 3, Dedrick discloses a network for providing computer 
services to users, the network comprising: a centralized data center (CDC) (Column 3, 
line 40, the regional database server); and a plurality of regional data centers (RDCs) 
operatively coupled to the CDC (Column 3, lines 38 - 40; the metering system), each 
RDC being operatively coupled to a plurality of users by way of a communications 
network (Column 3, lines 37 - 39), each RDC maintaining for each associated user a 
back up storage area, wherein each user has an associated user machine with user 
data stored thereon, and wherein the user data stored on the associated machine is 
automatically mirrored to the associated back up storage area on the RDC (Column 2, 
lines 16 - 29; Column 4, lines 4 - 8). 



States. 
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Regarding claims 2 and 4, Dedrick discloses a plurality of local data centers 
(LDCs), each LDC being associated with a particular RDC and being operatively 
coupled to such particular RDC, each LDC being operatively coupled to a plurality of 
users by way of a broad-band communications network such that each user is 
associated with the particular RDC of the LDC, wherein each LDC includes services / 
data downloadable to associated users therefrom (Column 14, lines 19 - 37). 

Regarding claims 7, 20, and 31 , Dedrick discloses a method for a user coupled 
to a network, the network for providing network services to users and comprising: a 
centralized data center (CDC) (Column 3, line 40, the regional database server); and a 
plurality of regional data centers (RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC (Column 3, 
lines 38 - 40; the metering system), each RDC being operatively coupled to a plurality 
of users by way of a communications network (Column 3, lines 37 - 39), each RDC 
maintaining for each associated user a user profile corresponding to the user (Column 
2, lines 16-29; Column 4, lines 4 - 8), the method comprising: contacting the RDC; 
requesting from the RDC a list of servers to use for services provided by the network for 
the user; and receiving the list of servers, wherein the list of servers is obtained from the 
user profile for the user (Column 8, line 53 - Column 9, line 2; Column 9, lines 29 - 46) 
and comprises a list of corresponding network addresses (Column 9, lines 29 - 46, 
where the server returns titles and thus links to the electronic content that the user can 
use to choose and locate the information, thus a way to get the address to the content; 
Column 4, lines 34 - 36). 
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Regarding claim 8, 21, and 32, Dedrick discloses that upon receiving the list of 
servers, employing such list to connect to appropriate servers for network services 
subscribed to by the user (Column 9, lines 29 - 46; Column 9, line 66 - Column 10, line 
7; where the list allows users to subscriber to choose which electronic content/service 
he wishes to purchase). 

Regarding claims 9, 22, and 33, Dedrick discloses that upon receiving the list of 
servers, displaying corresponding service icons on an associated user display (Column 
9, lines 42 - 46; where the system displays the list to the user giving him interactive 
options, thus icons). 

Regarding claims 10, 23, and 34, Dedrick discloses that the network comprises a 
plurality of regional data centers (RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC, and a plurality 
of local data centers (LDCs), each LDC being associated with a particular RDC and 
being operatively coupled to such particular RDC, each LDC being operatively coupled 
to a plurality of users by way of a broad-band communications network such that each 
user is associated with the particular RDC of the LDC and such that the particular RDC 
maintains for each associated user a user profile corresponding to the user (Column 14, 
lines 19 - 37), the method comprising, upon the user selecting a displayed icon: 
contacting the RDC to obtain a corresponding service; downloading the service from the 
associated LDC to an associated user machine; and installing the service on the 
machine (Column 9, lines 43 - 56). 

Regarding claims 12, 25, and 36, Dedrick discloses that the network comprises a 
plurality of regional data centers (RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC, and a plurality 
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of local data centers (LDCs), each LDC being associated with a particular RDC and 
being operatively coupled to such particular RDC, each LDC being operatively coupled 
to a plurality of users by way of a broad-band communications network such that each 
user is associated with the particular RDC of the LDC and such that the particular RDC 
maintains for each associated user a user profile corresponding to the user (Column 14, 
lines 19 - 37), the method comprising, upon the user selecting a displayed icon: 
contacting the RDC to determine whether the user is in fact subscribed to the service; 
and if so, proceeding with a corresponding service (Column 10, lines 36 - 46). 

Regarding claims 13, 26, and 37, Dedrick discloses that a plurality of regional 
data centers (RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC, and a plurality of local data 
centers (LDCs), each LDC being associated with a particular RDC and being 
operatively coupled to such particular RDC, each LDC being operatively coupled to a 
plurality of users by way of a broad-band communications network such that each user 
is associated with the particular RDC of the LDC and such that the particular RDC 
maintains for each associated user a user profile corresponding to the user (Column 14, 
lines 19 - 37), the method comprising, upon the user selecting a service corresponding 
to a server: contacting the RDC to obtain the service; downloading the service from the 
associated LDC to an associated user machine; and installing the service on the 
machine (Column 9, lines 43 - 56). 

Regarding claims 15, 28, and 31, Dedrick discloses that the network comprises a 
plurality of regional data centers (RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC, and a plurality 
of local data centers (LDCs), each LDC being associated with a particular RDC and 
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being operatively coupled to such particular RDC, each LDC being operatively coupled 
to a plurality of users by way of a broad-band communications network such that each 
user is associated with the particular RDC of the LDC and such that the particular RDC 
maintains for each associated user a user profile corresponding to the user (Column 14, 
lines 19 - 37), the method comprising, upon the user selecting a service corresponding 
to a server: contacting the RDC to determine whether the user is in fact subscribed to 
the service; and if so, proceeding with a corresponding service (Column 10, lines 36 - 
46). 

Regarding claim 16, Dedrick discloses a method in combination with a network 
for providing network services to users, the network comprising: a centralized data 
center (CDC) (Column 3, line 40, the regional database server); a plurality of regional 
data centers (RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC (Column 3, lines 38 - 40; the 
metering system), each RDC being operatively coupled to a plurality of users by way of 
a communications network (Column 3, lines 37 - 39), each RDC maintaining for each 
associated user a user profile corresponding to the user (Column 2, lines 16-29; 
Column 4, lines 4 - 8), the method for distributing a user-based product from a vendor, 
the product being available for purchase by each user and installation on an associated 
user machine (Column 4, lines 56 - 67; Column 1 7, lines 34 - 38), the method 
comprising: receiving the product from the vendor at an RDC; pushing the product by 
the RDC to the CDC; propagating the product by the CDC to all of the RDCs (Column 4, 
lines 24 - 34; Column 17, lines 60 - 67); advertising the product by each RDC to at 
least some associated users (Column 17, lines 48 - 59), whereby a user interested in 
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the advertised product contacts the vendor to purchase the product therefrom and 
receives an authorization from the vendor in response thereto; receiving the 
authorization from the user at the associated RDC; downloading the product by the 
associated RDC to the user for installation on the associated user machine (Column 18, 
lines 32 - 55; Column 17, lines 65 - 67); and updating the user profile for the user by 
the RDC to reflect the installation (Column 7, lines 28 - 39). 

Regarding claims 17, Dedrick discloses that a plurality of regional data centers 
(RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC, and a plurality of local data centers (LDCs), 
each LDC being associated with a particular RDC and being operatively coupled to 
such particular RDC, each LDC being operatively coupled to a plurality of users by way 
of a broad-band communications network such that each user is associated with the 
particular RDC of the LDC and such that the particular RDC maintains for each 
associated user a user profile corresponding to the user (Column 14, lines 19 - 37), the 
method comprising: receiving the product from the vendor at an LDC; pushing the 
product by the LDC to the associated RDC; pushing the product by the RDC to the 
CDC; propagating the product by the CDC to all of the RDCs; propagating the product 
by each RDC to all of the associated LDCs (Column 4, lines 24 - 34; Column 17, lines 
60 - 67); advertising the product by each LDC to at least some associated users 
(Column 17, lines 48 - 59), whereby a user interested in the advertised product 
contacts the vendor to purchase the product therefrom and receives an authorization 
from the vendor in response thereto; receiving the authorization from the user at the 
associated LDC; downloading the product by the associated LDC to the user for 
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installation on the associated user machine; notifying the associated RDC by the LDC of 
the installation of the product on the associated user machine (Column 18, lines 32 - 
55; Column 1 7, lines 65 - 67; Column 1 1 , lines 56 - 64); and updating the user profile 
for the user by the RDC to reflect the installation (Column 7, lines 28 - 39). 

Regarding claims 40 and 46, Dedrick discloses a method in combination with a 
network for implementing a network-based computing environment, the network 
comprising: a centralized data center (CDC) (Column 3, line 40, the regional database 
server); a plurality of regional data centers (RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC 
(Column 3, lines 38 - 40; the metering system), each RDC being operatively coupled to 
a plurality of clients by way of a communications network (Column 3, lines 37 - 39), the 
method for an application to implement an action at a first network location, the 
application being at a second network location and coupled to an RDC thereat, the 
method comprising: determining over the network what clients are available at the first 
location and coupled to an RDC thereat (Column 3, lines 37 - 39), each available client 
having capabilities (Column 7, lines 9 - 27); determining over the network what 
capabilities each available client at the first location has (Column 7, lines 28 - 39); 
selecting an available client at the first location having a capability required for the 
action to be implemented at the first location; and issuing a command over the network 
to the selected client to perform at least a portion of the action (Column 6, lines 59 - 
67), wherein the issued command is received over the network from the application by 
the selected client and the selected client performs at least a portion of the action in 
accordance with the received command (Column 7, lines 9 - 27). 
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Regarding claims 41 and 47, Dedrick discloses that each client at the first 
location is coupled to the RDC thereat by way of a gateway having information on each 
client at the first location, and wherein determining what clients are available at the first 
location comprises obtaining the information on each client at the first location from the 
gateway (Column 5, line 52 - Column 6, line 10). 

Regarding claims 42 and 48, Dedrick discloses that the gateway has information 
on what capabilities each available client at the first location has, and wherein 
determining what capabilities each available client at the first location has comprises 
allowing the application to obtain the information on the capabilities of each client at the 
first location from the gateway (Column 6, lines 1 - 21). 

Regarding claims 43 and 49, Dedrick discloses issuing a command over the 
network comprises issuing a command to the selected client to input information from 
one of the application, another client on the network at one of the first location and a 
third location, and an external non-network source (Column 4, line 4-14). 

Regarding claims 44 and 50, Dedrick discloses issuing a command over the 
network comprises issuing a command to the selected client to output information to 
one of the application, another client on the network at one of the first location and a 
third location, and an external non-network destination (Column 8, lines 32 - 52). 

Regarding claims 45 and 51, Dedrick discloses that the network comprises a 
plurality of regional data centers (RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC, and a plurality 
of local data centers (LDCs), each LDC being associated with a particular RDC and 
being operatively coupled to such particular RDC, each LDC being operatively coupled 
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to a plurality of clients by way of a communications network (Column 14, lines 19 - 37), 
the method for an application to implement an action at a first network location, the 
application being at a second network location and coupled to one of an RDC and an 
LDC thereat, the method comprising: determining over the network what clients are 
available at the first location and coupled to an LDC thereat, each available client 
having capabilities (Column 8, lines 1-12); determining over the network what 
capabilities each available client at the first location has; selecting an available client at 
the first location having a capability required for the action to be implemented at the first 
location (Column 7, lines 9 - 39); and issuing a command over the network to the 
selected client to perform at least a portion of the action, wherein the issued command 
is received over the network from the application by the selected client and the selected 
client performs at least a portion of the action in accordance with the received command 
(Column 8, lines 13-22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-6, 18-19, and 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Dedrick in view of Danes (6108789). 

Regarding claims 5, 18, and 29, Dedrick discloses a method for a user to newly 
couple to a network, the network for providing network services to users and 
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comprising: a centralized data center (CDC) (Column 3, line 40, the regional database 
server); and a plurality of regional data centers (RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC 
(Column 3, lines 38-40; the metering system), each RDC being operatively coupled to 
a plurality of users by way of a communications network (Column 3, lines 37 - 39), each 
RDC maintaining for each associated user a user profile corresponding to the user 
(Column 2, lines 16-29; Column 4, lines 4 - 8), each user having a physical location 
and each RDC having a physical location (Column 3, lines 36 - 43), but Dedrick does 
not explicitly indicate receiving a network address of the CDC; contacting the CDC at 
the network address thereof; requesting from the CDC a network address of an RDC 
based at least in part on the location of the user; and receiving a network address of an 
RDC from the CDC, the location of the RDC of the received network address expected 
to be relatively close to the location of the user as compared with the location of all 
other RDCs. Logan teaches the method of receiving a network address of the CDC; 
contacting the CDC at the network address thereof (Column 3, lines 8-13; Column 4, 
lines 47 - 49); requesting from the CDC a network address of an RDC based at least in 
part on the location of the user (Column 4, lines 50 - 67); and receiving a network 
address of an RDC from the CDC, the location of the RDC of the received network 
address expected to be relatively close to the location of the user as compared with the 
location of all other RDCs (Column 4, lines 50 - 67). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the location was made to use Logan's teachings of 
identifiying geographically local servers in Dedrick's distributed server system in order to 
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allow the client's in Dedrick's server to find metering servers closest to their location to 
obtain optimum performance from the system (Column 1 , lines 28 - 53). 
Regarding claims 6, 19, and 30, the combination of Dedrick and Logan discloses re- 
contacting the CDC at the network address thereof only if the RDC cannot be found by 
the user at the network address thereof (Logan, Column 5, lines 38 - 59). 

Claims 11, 14, 24, 27, 35, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Dedrick in view of Cheng (6151643). 

Regarding claims 1 1, 14, 24, 27, 35, and 38, Dedrick discloses that the network 
comprises a plurality of regional data centers (RDCs) operatively coupled to the CDC, 
and a plurality of local data centers (LDCs), each LDC being associated with a particular 
RDC and being operatively coupled to such particular RDC, each LDC being operatively 
coupled to a plurality of users by way of a broad-band communications network such 
that each user is associated with the particular RDC of the LDC and such that the 
particular RDC maintains for each associated user a user profile corresponding to the 
user(Column 14, lines 19 - 37), but Dedrick does not explicitly indicate contacting the 
RDC to determine whether a corresponding service as installed on an associated user 
machine needs to be updated; and if so, downloading an update for the service from the 
associated LDC; and installing the update on the machine. Cheng teaches a distributed 
system that uses user profiles to discover user with installed service/software (Column 
3, lines 1 3 - 24; Column 1 3, lines 48 - 63; Column 22, lines 29 - 42). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
using Cheng's teaching of user system profiles and distributed servers could improve 
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Dedrick's system to allow for updates to materials located on the clients computer 
(Column 1 , lines 1 6 - 32; lines 43 - 55; Column 2, lines 1 1 - 24). 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U. S. Patent No. 6370571 issued to Medin, because it has CDC and RDC. 

U. S. Patent No. 580251 8 issued to Karaev, because it discloses a distributed 
service system. 

U. S. Patent No. 6108789 issued to Danes, because it has regional network 
identification and address setup. 

U. S. Patent No. 6286049 issued to Rajakarunanayake, because it has central 
and regional servers. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Bates whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
0633. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (703) 308-6662. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Conclusion 




# 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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